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Celebrating Jesus’ Birth,  
God Made Flesh  

 

In addition to our regular worship 
schedule, the first weekend in 
December brings the Men’s All 
Church Breakfast on Saturday at 9 
AM with an opportunity for food and 
fellowship with our church family. 
Then on Sunday, December 4, the 
ladies are celebrating the season with 
a Christmas Tea in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Cocoa and Carols happens on 
December 11 at 3 PM. We will meet 
at the church to go caroling, both as 
an outreach to our neighbors and to 
bring joy to our shut in members. We 
will return later to enjoy some cocoa 
and fellowship. Those who 
participate are invited to bring a treat 
to share when we return. Cocoa will 
be provided. 
 

Because this is a difficult season for 
many, we will share in a Longest 
Night Healing Worship service on 
December 21 at 7 PM. In the midst of 
the joy and excitement of the season 
there can be gloom and grief. The 
beginning of winter on December 21 
brings the longest night of the 
calendar year, the longest period of 
darkness. We will join together that 
night to light candles, celebrate Holy 
Communion, and receive comfort in 
scripture and prayer. This is a 

beautiful moment of worship, 
bringing Christ’s light to our lives. 

Finally, with the 12 day celebration of 
Jesus’ birth upon us, we will gather on 
Christmas Eve with services at 5 PM 
and 11 PM. We have good news to 
share and celebrate! Please invite 
everyone you know to join us in this 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. We 
will enjoy Christmas carols, candles, 
bells, the story of Jesus' birth, a 
special time for children (5 PM), Holy 
Communion (11 PM), and more. 
 

With Christmas Day falling on a 
Sunday this year, we will be right back 
for worship after our Saturday 
Christmas Eve services. We will have 
one service on December 25 at 10:30 
AM. Wear a Christmas sweater or 
Christmas jammies, if you want, and 
enjoy a fun and beautiful moment of 
worship as a church family on 
Christmas morning! 
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Our goals  
for 2017 

John Louk, Pastor 
 

What We Learned Along the Way 

Second, this ministry action plan for 2017 
will be reviewed by leaders of the ministry 
teams, Leadership Board, and pastor to 
ensure alignment with Salem's mission and 
vision. Our mission is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. And our vision is connecting people, 
building community, transforming lives 
through Jesus. 

Third, the pastor, Leadership Board, and 
staff will review the Salem "organizational 
structure" and determine if changes are 
needed. We will define the roles of "staff" 
and "ministry team leader,” determine 
which areas require leadership, and clarify 
what activities fall into each area. 

Fourth, we will increase the payment of our 
apportionments another ten percent, from 
50% to 60%, as we continue to work our 
way back to paying 100% of our 
apportionments. 

Our goals for this next year deliberately 
point us to the systems and structure of our 
congregation. Our ministry action plan will 
give us a larger system that encompasses 
our previous goals of engaging everyone in 
the life of the church, developing a system 
of congregation care, holding “bridge 
events” for our community, and more. 
That’s great. I am excited for us, however, 
to think beyond the individual pieces and 
consider and create more broadly the 
systems and leadership for what we want 
to accomplish. 

Will you be a part of this? Leadership, of 
course, is vital. But the church isn’t the 
pastor, or the staff, or the Leadership 
Board. It is every one of us together. As the 
body of Christ, we rise or fall based on each 
one of us living out our essential part of the 
body. 

This is my ninth year at Salem. So much has 
been accomplished since the flood of 2008 
changed Salem’s course. While it’s 
encouraging to step back and reminisce, 
we’re never really done serving. We just 
continue moving forward, growing and 
building in God’s kingdom. 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

Our Leadership Board has been intentional 
the last several years about Salem’s 
direction. Our goals this past year have 
been to engage everyone in the life of the 
church; to develop a system of 
congregation care; to continue holding 
“bridge events” outside the building to 
reach out to our community; and to 
increase the payment of our 
apportionments from 40% to 50% (our 
giving beyond the local congregation to 
support the general church as well as our 
denomination’s mission locally and 
throughout the world). 

We learned much as we worked on these 
goals. We learned that while God is in 
control, everything takes longer than we 
think it will. We have to have patience and 
trust in how God is working. 

We discovered that it’s hard to get people 
to commit, especially to long-term things, 
but it’s more fruitful with a personal 
invitation from someone already 
participating. We also wondered if perhaps 
we’re attempting to do too much, if the 
congregation is sometimes spread too thin. 

Still, we’re confident there’s something for 
everyone on Salem’s discipleship path and 
that everyone has gifts to use. We have 
additional work to engage the participation 
of more in the congregation in worship and 
prayer, mission, and outreach as we make 
disciples of Jesus who transform the world. 

We are excited that we are more visible in 
the community. Our “bridge events” (e.g. 
trunk or treat, Easter egg hunt) are 
awesome. And Salem has been blessed by 
wonderful financial support. 

As we continue to be intentional about 
Salem’s direction, our goals for 2017 were 
shared and approved at our annual Church 
Conference on November 7. This is our aim 
next year: 

First, the leaders of ministry teams and the 
pastor will work together to create a 
comprehensive and cohesive ministry 
action plan for 2017, including budget 
requests, a coordinated ministry calendar, 
and resources needed. 



In December we focus on what we want for Christmas and how that compares to what the 
Israelites hoped for, longed for, wanted for Christmas, that is, for the coming of the Messiah, 
Jesus. This season of Advent proclaims the coming of the Christ – whose birth we prepare to 
celebrate once again, who comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final 
victory we anticipate. (The United Methodist Book of Worship) The liturgical color for this 
season is blue, symbolizing hope. 

The Longest Night service on December 21 will offer a special time of worship to offer 
comfort, healing, and hope, especially for those who struggle with gloom and grief. 

We will finally begin the twelve-day Christmas celebration with Christmas Eve worship 
services at 5 PM and 11 PM. Come and celebrate with the whole family. Invite everyone you 
know, especially unchurched family, friends, neighbors, and associates, to join us for this 
celebration of Jesus' birthday! This is one of the best moments of the entire year to invite 
others. We will enjoy Christmas carols, candles, bells, the story of Jesus' birth, a special time 
for children (5 PM), Holy Communion (11 PM), and more. 

With Christmas Day falling on a Sunday this year, we will be right back for worship after our 
Saturday Christmas Eve services. We will have one service on December 25 at 10:30 AM, and 
no Sunday School. Wear a Christmas sweater or Christmas jammies, if you want, and enjoy a 
fun and beautiful moment of worship as a church family on Christmas morning! 

Dec 4 Second Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 11:1-10  The Peaceful Kingdom 
 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Prayer for Guidance and Support for the King 
 Romans 15:4-13  The Gospel for Jews and Gentiles Alike 
 Matthew 3:1-12  The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 Holy Communion 

Dec 11 Third Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 35:1-10  The Return of the Redeemed to Zion 
 Luke 1:47-55 (#199) Mary’s Song of Praise 
 James 5:7-10  Be Patient for the Coming of the Lord 
 Matthew 11:2-11  Messengers from John the Baptist 

Dec 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 7:10-16  Isaiah Gives Ahaz the Sign of Immanuel 
 Ps 80:1-7, 17-19  Prayer for Israel’s Restoration 
 Romans 1:1-7  Called to Belong to Jesus Christ 
 Matthew 1:18-25  The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 
 Holy Communion 

Dec 21 Longest Night: A Service of Hope and Healing at 7 PM 
 Psalm 13   How Long Must I Bear Pain and Sorrow? 
 Isaiah 40:1-8, 27-31 God’s People Are Comforted 
 Hebrews 10:32-11:1 A Call to Persevere 
 John 1:1-14  The Word Became Flesh 
 Holy Communion 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Worship at 5 PM and 11 PM 
 Isaiah 9:2-7  The Righteous Reign of the Coming King 
 Psalm 96   Praise to God Who Comes in Judgment 
 Titus 2:11-14  The Grace of God Has Appeared 
 Luke 2:1-20  The Birth of Jesus and the Angels and Shepherds 
 Holy Communion 11 PM 

Dec 25 Christmas Day  *One service at 10:30 AM 
 Isaiah 52:7-10  The Beauty of Good News 
 Psalm 98   O Sing to the Lord a New Song 
 Hebrews 1:1-12  God Has Spoken by His Song 
 John 1:1-14  The Word Became Flesh 
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Worship Series — All I Want for Christmas (Advent and Christmas) 

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9 AM—Contemporary 

11 AM—Traditional 
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December 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Salem Office hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed holidays) 

 

 

 

 

 1 

1 PM Mission Team 

6 PM Chasing Lovely  

  Concert 

2 

 

3 

 8 AM All Church 
  Breakfast 

1 PM Project Linus 

4 2nd Sunday of Advent 

  Daylight Savings Time  

9 AM Contemporary 
  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

3:30 PM Ladies Advent  
  Christmas Tea 

5 

 

6 

9:30 AM Staff Meeting 

9:30 Prayer Room 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

7:30 PM Bell Choir  
  Rehearsal 

7 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

6:15 PM Youth Group 

7 PM Choir Rehearsal 

8 

9:30 AM UMW Sarah  
  Circle 

5:55 PM UMW Rachel  
  Circle 

9 

 

10 

11 AM Private Baby  
  Shower 

11 3rd Sunday of Advent 

9 AM Contemporary      

  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

12:30 PM Women’s Care  
  Group 

3 PM Cocoa & Carols 

12 

11:30 AM Golden Links 

 

13 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

7:30 PM Bell Choir  
  Rehearsal 

14 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

5 PM Ministry Teams  
  Meeting 

6 PM Salem Son Walkers  
  Emmaus Reunion Group 

6:15 PM Youth Group 

7 PM Choir Rehearsal 

15 

5 PM GriefShare  

  Surviving the Holidays 

16 17 

 

18 4th Sunday of Advent 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Connecting  
  Point 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

12:30 PM Private 25th  
  Wedding Ann. Celeb. 

19 

 

January Forecaster  

articles due to  

church office 

20 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

5:15 PM Leadership 
  Board 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

7:30 PM Bell Choir  
  Rehearsal 

21 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

7 PM Longest Night  
  Worship 

22 23 24 

Christmas Eve 

5 PM Christmas Eve 
  Worship 

11 PM Christmas Eve 
  Worship  

25 Christmas Day 

10:30 AM Christmas Day  

  Worship (one service) 

 

26 

Salem Offices Closed 

27 

Salem Offices Closed 

28 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

6 PM Salem Son Walkers  
  Emmaus Reunion Group 

7 PM Choir Rehearsal 

29 30 31 

New Year’s Eve 



Birthdays: 
1 Sharon Lindo Steele 
2 Ginnie Clark 
3 Saffie Kamara 
8 Rosie Bascom 
8 Dixie Burg 
8 Josh Schilling 
9 Gary Briesemeister 
13 Lee Borntrager 
13 Cindy MacLeod 
13 Linden Hague 
16 Shari Kendall 
16 Lorrie Prasil Holcomb 
18 Richard Hartgrave 
18 Scott Musgrove 
19 Susan Lillard 
20 Sandy Minger 
21 Jeff Cook 
23 Nathan Lindo 
25 Grace Thompson 
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries  

25 Francis Halsted 
25 Greg Johnson 
26 Marlene Primrose 
26 Julie Lefebure 
27 Max Stransky 
28 Joanna King 
29 Courtney Templeton 
31 Kyla Boas 
 
Anniversaries: 
3 Bill & Susie Heald 
9 Skip & Jan Bothwick 
26 Tim & Linda Nolan 
29 Ron & Sandy Andreasen 

Cocoa and Carols 

Join us on Sunday, December 11 for a 
warm and wonderful afternoon of  
Cocoa and Carols! 

We will meet at the church at 3 PM to 
go caroling to our shut-ins and home-
bound members. We will also carol 
through our neighborhood, inviting the 
community in for the Christmas  
season! At 6 PM, we’ll warm up back 
at the church with delicious hot cocoa. 
You are invited to bring a treat to 
share. All are welcome to join in on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

this family fun, spreading cheer  
afternoon! 

Please contact Deb Black with questions 
at 319-350-8843 or 
d.black@salemchurchcr.com.  
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United Methodist Women    Sharon Busch, President  

Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday, 
December 8 at 9:30 AM in Fellowship 
Hall. Joan Erbe is the hostess. 

Rachel Circle will meet Thursday, 
December 8 at 5:55 PM in Fellowship 
Hall for our annual Christmas party.  
Everyone is asked to bring a salad to 

share and a gift 
valued from $10-$15 
for our gift exchange.  
Dessert and 
beverages will be 
furnished. 

 

Mitten Tree 

The Mitten Tree will be on display 
again this year. You may contrib-
ute children’s mittens, gloves, hats 
and scarves which will be given to 
schools for children in need in our  
community. 

Women’s Care Group 

Women’s Care Group meets 
monthly to encourage and care for 
one another, and to extend that 
care beyond the walls of Salem.  

Please plan to join us Sunday,  
December 11, at 12:30 PM in  
Fellowship Hall. We will have a 
potluck meal, fellowship, and  
uplifting encouragement.  

Thank you for the many prayers, 
cards, and concern through my back 
surgery and recovery in November. 

Marcia Humphrey 

Thanks to my Salem family for the 
many kind expressions of sympathy 
I've received after the death of my 
son, Jeff. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Joan Erbe 

In Gratitude 
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Change a Child’s Story is an initiative 
former Bishop Julius C. Trimble and 
the Iowa United Methodist Churches 
started in 2015. The goal is to give 
one million books to children in  
poverty, and read one million hours 
to children in poverty by June 2017.   

 110,000 Iowa children live in 
poverty. 

 By age 4, children in affluent 
homes have heard 45 million 
words. 

 By age 4, children in  
impoverished homes have heard 
13 million words. 

 That is a difference of 32 million 
words by age four. 

 Rural childhood poverty is at its 
highest level since the mid 
1980’s. 

December Mission Focus: Change a Child’s Story     Joni Salazar 

Those in poverty are less likely to 
have opportunities for books at 
home, which negatively impacts a 
child’s reading proficiency. This has 
shown to greatly impact his/her  
future.  

Our mission is to make disciples of 
Jesus who transform the world. We 
can transform the world when we 
help Change a Child’s Story. 

Two ways to do this: 

1) Pick a school that your children, 
or grandchildren attend, or the  
closest neighborhood school.  
Contact Joni Salazar (319-573-3943) 
or Evelyn Prasil (319-366-3683), and 
they will contact the school for you. 
The school will match you with a 
child that needs help with reading 
skills.  

2) During our Christmas Eve services, 
our offering will be to collect new 
books to give to at-risk children to 
read. Both new books and monetary 
offerings will be received. You can 
also drop off new books anytime in 
the Church Office. 

Will you help us Change a Child’s 
Story this year? Your involvement 
can make all the difference in a 
child’s future. 

All Church Breakfast 

Our All Church Breakfast, hosted by 
the United Methodist Men is on 
Saturday, December 3 at 9 AM in 
Fellowship Hall. All are invited to this 
wonderful breakfast. A free-will 
offering will be received. RSVP to 
Mark Minger at 319-651-4751 or at 
sailing2@mchsi.com 

United Methodist Men                           Mark Minger  
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Outreach 

The Outreach and Mission Teams 
invite you to join us on Saturday,  
December 3, from 1-6 PM with  
Project Linus. We are hosting this  
community mission project to make 
blankets for underprivileged or  
seriously ill children. You can help by 
donating fleece, providing  
refreshments, or helping to make  
blankets (no sewing required). Come 
for as little or as long as you'd like. 

For more information, please contact 
Outreach Team Leader, Debbie Klatt 
at debbie.klatt@kirkwood.edu,  
319-668-6161; or Mission Team  

Leader, Joni Salazar at  
salazar412@mchsi.com,  
319-473-3943, or see the information 
posted in Fellowship Hall. 

Ladies Advent Christmas Tea 

You are invited: 
Ladies Advent Christmas Tea  

by Candelight,  
“Traditions of Christmas”  
Sunday, December 4, 2016  
3:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

Space is limited, so please sign up as 
soon as possible. (If you have already 
been invited by a table hostess, you 
don’t need to sign up again.) (Please, 
only children 6th grade or above.) 

Call Kathy Wickham with questions at 
319-362-9429. 

Golden-Agers, you’re invited to  
Golden Links for an uplifting time of 
food and fellowship! Join us  
Monday, December 12, at 11:30 AM 
at Pizza Ranch, 2450 Westdale Dr. 
SW. Josie Lanz will give the  
program. Call Jeff Cook (393-9180), 
Judy Thomas (390-6574) or Dick 
Talbott (247-9919) for info. 

All Golden-Agers Welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:debbie.klatt@kirkwood.edu
mailto:salazar412@mchsi.com
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Responses continue to be received 
for our Generation to Generation 
Campaign. As of November 29th we 
have received initial gifts and  
commitments of $250,995 for the 
Capital Fund Appeal, and $203,159 
for the Annual Stewardship Appeal. 
Our desire is to receive a response 
from every household of Salem. If 
you have not yet returned your  
commitment, forms are still  
available. You may return your form 
in the offering, or drop it off/mail it 
to the Church Office. 

If you are not able to make a  
commitment at this time, note that 
on a commitment form. It is helpful 
for us to know everyone’s  
intentions. 

Thank you for your prayerful  
consideration and for making a 
difference in this generation and in 
the next. 

Generation to Generation Campaign Update 

Special Music for Advent and Christmas 

Come and enjoy the special music 
that has been planned for worship 
at Salem during this Advent and 
Christmas season! 

December 4 9 AM and 11 AM 
  services:  
  Salem Hand Bell 
  Choir 

December 11 11 AM service:  
  Piano & Organ  
  Christmas duets by Linda Curson and Julia Titus 

December 18 9 AM and 11 AM services: 
  Salem Hand Bell Choir 

December 24 5 PM service: Salem Hand Bell Choir  
  11 PM service: Silent Night Hand Bell Solo 
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GriefShare—Surviving the Holidays 

In past years, the Christmas holiday 
season may have been a time of 
great anticipation and excitement. 
But this year, the prospect of facing 
the holidays without your loved one 
may cause anxiety and dread. 

You are not alone. Help and healing is 
available. GriefShare’s Surviving the 
Holidays seminar is especially for 
people who are grieving a loved one’s 
death. You’ll learn: 

 How to deal with the many  
emotions you’ll face during the 
holidays 

 What to do about traditions and 
other coming changes 

 Helpful tips for surviving social 
events 

 How to discover hope for your 
future 

Surviving the Holidays is being offered 
at Salem at no charge on Thursday, 
November 19, 5-6:30 PM in Lower 
Level Room 5.  

For more information please contact 
Deb Black at 319-350-8843 or 
d.black@salemchurchcr.com.  

Winter Weather Alert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With winter on its way, and the  
potential for snow, ice, and severe 
cold making travel treacherous, we 
offer this reminder on how you can 
know if events are canceled at Salem 

due to safety concerns. Watch for  
cancellation notices on the bottom of 
your TV screen on KCRG (9), KWWL (7), 
and KGAN (2).  

In general, when the Cedar Rapids  
Public Schools cancel due to dangerous 
weather conditions, Salem will also  
cancel activities.   

Our website (www.salemchurchcr.com) 
and Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/salem.cr) will also 
have cancellation information when it 
becomes necessary. 
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with the congregation on 
November 20. The Board 
approved new Memorial and 
Honor Giving Policies which 
outline procedures for handling 
funds or items donated to the 
church in memory of a person 
who has died or in honor of a 
person still living. 
 

SPRC – Salary/compensation 
increases for 2017 will be 
communicated to the impacted 
individuals. Annual staff 
evaluations will be conducted. 
Louis Busch, Building 
Superintendent, has resigned 
from his position but will continue to serve until a 
replacement is hired.  
 

Observers – The church has received a request from the 
Lisbon United Methodist Church to come and observe 
our model of governance at an upcoming Leadership 
Board meeting. 
 

Closing – Anna Dunnwald closed with prayer. The 
meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM.  

Report of the Leadership Board                         Meeting Notes 11-15-16 

Following the subcommittee meetings at 5:15 PM, the 
full board met at 5:35 PM. LB Chair Anna Dunnwald 
opened with prayer and led the meeting. Introductions 
were made as five of the Leadership Board members 
elected to begin their service in January (Carole Beaton, 
Troy Bergmann, Mark Minger, Heidi Pankey, and Myron 
Williams) were in attendance. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Linda Curson reported on the 
income and expenses for this year (January-October). 
The church is “in the black” and the finances continue 
to be in good order. The church is expecting to receive 
some additional compensation from our insurance 
company for expenses related to the August lightning 
strike. 
 

Trustees – Two groundhogs were captured in the yard 
recently. •The Trustees have accepted a bid for a 
storage area in Fellowship Hall for tables and chairs. 
Work is expected to begin in January. •A snow removal 
provider, Lee’s Lawn Care, has been contracted. •A 
party has expressed an interest in the outbuilding (not 
being used for storage). The Trustees would also like to 
remove the emptied sheds.  
 

Stewardship – The results of the three year capital 
campaign, Generation to Generation, will be shared 

Thank You to Leaders 

We want to say thank you to those Leadership Board 
members who are concluding their term of service at 
the end of 2016. Sharon Busch, Anna Dunnwald (chair), 
Don Feldmann, and Troy Oltman are rotating off after 3 
years of service. We are deeply grateful for their gifts, 
time, and leadership. They have served faithfully and 
well. While none of our leaders serve in order to be  
recognized, perhaps a simple “thank you” from each of 
us for all they have done would be meaningful.  

2017 Leadership Board 

Our Church Conference on November 7, the annual 
meeting of the congregation, elected Carole Beaton, 
Troy Bergmann, Mark Minger, Heidi Pankey, and Myron 
Williams into leadership. Therefore, the Leadership 
Board in 2017 will be comprised of the following persons 
in their respective class years:  

2017—Dalene Bateman, Judy Hintzman, Charlie Thomas, 
Brian Schooley 

2018—Ron Andreasen, Myron Williams, Cindy MacLeod, 
Nancy Rawson (chair) 

2019—Carole Beaton, Troy Bergmann, Mark Minger, 
Heidi Pankey 



 

 

  9:00 AM  Contemporary Worship   Sanctuary 

  9:00 AM  Lectionary Class    Lower Level Room 6 

10:00 AM  Fellowship Time   Fellowship Hall 

10:10 AM  Sunday School     Lower Level 

11:00 AM  Traditional Worship   Sanctuary 

 

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level  

during worship services and Sunday School. 

 

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed standard holidays) 

December 2016 Forecaster 

3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule  

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


